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1791, 


Kinc's THEATRE, JANUARY, 1791; 


Ir is now 8. months ſince I found it neceſſary | 


to ſtate to the parties immediately intereſted; the ſitua- 
tion of this undertaking, menaced as it then was with 
utter ruin, (ſo lately after the dreadful calamity that 
had befallen it) in the grant of a Patent from the 
Crown, for a ſimilar entertainment to be eſtabliſhed 
upon the ground of Leiceſter-houſe; and I was in great 
hopes that the ſubſequent diſcuſſion and cancelling of that 
grant, together with the recognition of the rights, and 
above all, the actual re-eftabliſhment of this Theatre, would 
have rendered wholly unneceſſary any further ſtatement 
of the ſame intereſts ; but moſt unexpeRedly I have 
ſtill experienced an oppoſition, ſo that I feel it again 
indiſpenſably incumbent on me to ſtate fairly to the 
public the true ſituation of this property; my own en- 
deavours and efforts for the re-eſtabliſhment and proſ- 
perity of it, for the ends of juſtice, to all the intereſts 
concerned; convinced, that when the real caſe is known, 
I ſhall not only eſtabliſh, beyond controverſy, the rights 
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of the property itſelf, but likewiſe engage and con- 


ciliate the good-will of every perſon of honour and 
probity in the country. | | 

In executing this taſk, I feel that duty and reſpe& to an 
AUGUST PERSONAGE, and deference -to other H1GH 
CHARACTERS, Who are condeſcendingly endeavouring to 
recohcile and unĩte the oppoling intereſts of the two'T hea- 
tres, lay me under the mot incumbent obligation, to avoid 
and ſuppreſs every thing that can tend to altercation or hoſ- 


ility, otherwiſe than when I am obliged to refer to papers 


already upon record; I {liall therefore calmly ſtate my hard 
cafe, reſerving however to myſelf a full right, when ne- 


ec{ſity ſhall call for it, to relate the whole of the treatment 
I have- received, eſpecially from Mr. O'Reilly, a man 


whom I, had never known, much leſs injured, till he ap- 
peared as the principal agent in the attempt to crufh and 
ruin me and my property for ever; and that at a moment 


when labouring under a calamity, that one would have 


thought might have claimed forbearance, even from an 
enemy whom I had tinjuſtly provoked, ; 
In the year 178 1, J purchaſed the whole of the pro- 


perty of this Theatre, Meſſrs. Wallis and Troward 
ſettled the agreement, and at their office the proper con- 
veyances were prepared and (having been previouſly ſet- 
fled by counſel) executed. I took it, very fairly, ſubject 
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to the incumbrances which had ariſen and becothe 
attached to it, from prior purchaſes; improvements, and 
loſſes; all which, I conceived; did; in honeſty and in 
Juſtice; belong w the undertaking, and ought to go along 
with it. The gentleman, from whom I purchaſed, was 
entitled to a farther mortgage and an indemnity on the 
Theatre, which; however, he never preſſed for; and it 
has always been one of my greateſt regrets; that my ſub- 
ſequent misfortunes ſhould have occaſioned to him a very 
conſiderable loſs; by the unavoidable failure of my en- 
gagements, many of which reverted back upon him; 

In making this purchaſe, I certainly conſidered that the 
eſtabliſhment of more than eighty years, the houſe itſelf 
ſanding upon premiſes leaſed from the Crown, for 
the expreſs purpoſe of a Theatre, the invariable protec- 
tim of the Chown, and the credit that had been given 
to the "undertaking upon that faith (the progreſs of 
Which was ſo well known, that the Theatre had 
been bought and fold as an eſtabliſhed and trans- 
ferable property) the recognition of it by the legiſla- 
ture itfelf “, 3 altogether, to the moſt ab- 


* Provided always that nothing in this at contained ſhall —_ or 


be conſtrued to extend, to the Theatres Royal in Drury Lane and Codent 
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ſolute certainty of the continuation of an excluſive Ii. 
cence (if not forfeited by criminal miſconduct) to carry 
on that kind of entertainment, upon the / eftabliſh- 
ment of which fo much property had been embark- 
ed. Under this idea, upon comparing next ſeaſon 
the income of the Theatre, with the neceffary ex- 
pence of the eſtabliſhment, which had of late years 
greatly encreaſed in every reſpect, I found that there 
was not ſpace ſufficient within the walls of the old 
Opera-houſe, to form ſuch accommodations for the 
ſubſcribers and the public, as to render it with any cer- 
tainty a profitable undertaking. In conſequence of 
which I projected an improvement, which I carried 
into effect in the ſummer of 1782, and by which the 
Theatre itſelf was not only enlarged (by throwing the 
paſſages outſide of the walls) and alſo beautified, but by 
augmenting the number of boxes, the annual ſubſcriptions 
were enereaſed from five thouſund pounds to nearly ſen 
thouſand pounds, at which they flood when the recent 
calamity happened to the property. This improvement, 
however, the greateſt (as nothing but the old walls were 6 
retained) that ever was made ſince the firſt building of 
the Theatre, as well for the convenicace of the ſub- 

 ſcribers as for the permanent intereſt of the property, 
colt a ſum of money exceeding ten thouſand pounds, 
which, 


6 


which, together with ſome unexpected loſſes, and a failure 
in the receipts of the enſuing ſeaſon, and above all, a 
moſt unjuſt litigation then exiſting, brought about an 
embaraſſment in the affairs of the Theatre in the ſpring 
of 1783, before I had time to enjoy thoſe advantages, 
which I had the moſt reaſonable expeRation to look 
ultimately for from this expenſive and beneficial im- 
provement; and here let me ſay, that if any thing can 
be charged againſt me, it is perhaps ſome degree of im- 
prudence in venturing ſo ſoon upon ſo expenſive an al- 
teration, without ſufficient funds to anſwer any future 
unlooked-for deficiency ; but in anſwer to this, I can, 
with truth affirm, that had it not been for the unfortunate 
failure at this time of ſome gentlemen, with whom I was 
conneQed, nothing that happened would have hurt me; 
and 1 ſhould probably have reaped, undiſturbed, the juſt 
profits of the improvements I had enterprized, If, 
however, any real blame can be juſtly imputed to me 
upon that occaſion, I do ſincerely truſt, that my perſe- 
verance afterwards, under, at the beſt, uneaſy and diſ- 
couraging circumſtances, and, at laſt, under calamity it- 
ſelf, in adhering to and maintaining the juſt intereſts of 
this undertaking, will, at leaſt, prove, that in whatever I 
attempted, I was actuated alone by motives of juſtice 
and of honeſty to all the parties concerned. 

B 3 It 


VC PD RY” rn „ 
a * _— 


—_ — — — 


* E „ 
(> 2 — = 2 : — 


di 
11 
4 
4 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
L 
| 
1 
q 
14 
1 
| 
y 


— 


— .. ̃ ᷑ ͤ , , . fees > 4 


— — EE abee 


4 
a 
ö 
| 
| 


E-3 

It is here, however, particularly to be obſerved, and I 
hope I may ſtace jt, without indelicacy or offence, that at 
the moment that very embaraſſment happened, there was 
actually more money owing for ſubſcriptiens ta the Theatre, 
than double the ſum for which I was attached, But I 
need not remark, what maſt be to every perſan ſo very 
obyious, that whilſt I myſelf was open to the qperation 


of the law, for my engagements, I durſt not even preſ- 


ſingly, much leſs litigioufly, call upon the ſupporters o 
the undertaking for what was awing from them; and 
I confidently appeal to the candour of many, whoſe ſub- 
ſcriptions were then in arrears, whether I ever IAN 
ſo to do. | 

In this ſituation, I did freely and henelthy what 
remained in my power, namely, to make over the 
management in truſt for all the intereſts concerned; and 
from. that period to the time that the misfortune by 
fire happened, I never interfered in the buſineſs of 
the Theatre in any way. Ta ſay that the enter- 


tainments, during that interval, were carried on fo 


well or ſo magnificently as they might or ought to have 


been, would be contradicting my own unalterable opinion 


upon the ſubject; but I do contend, that they were 
nevertheleſs conducted even better, and at an expence much 
greater than the general eſtabliſhment of Italian Qpe- 


ras 


„ 

tas prior to the year 1780; at the ſame time that the 
ſubſcriptions remained the ſame as they were . eſta · 

bliſhed eighty- ſeven years 280. $ 
Ils June 1789, the Theatre was unfortunately 
burnt down, and every thing was conſumed. I im- 
mediately applied 1% Mr. Gallini, the truſtee and mort» 
gagee then in poſſeſſion, and I earneſtly beſought him 
either to unite heartily with myſelf and the other par- 
ties intereſted, for the purpoſe of rebuilding the houſe, 
and reinſtating the property of it; or that he would, 
upon reaſonable terms, accept of the money due to him. 
The latter alternative he made choice of; and in the ad- 
juſtment of his demands, I was attended on his part 
by Mr. O'Reilly (who has ſince become ſa conſpicuous 
a character in this buſineſs) then in the capacity of one 
of Mr. Gallini's attornies. The whole of the ſubſequent 
| tranſactions between Mr. Gallini, Mr. OfReilly, and 
myſelf, I abſtain from ſtating, in conformity to the pro- 
miſe I made in the commencement of this addreſs. 
Suffice it, I at length conſidered Mr, O'Reilly as mean+ 
ing to befriend me in my effarts to reinſtate my ruingd 
property, and pledged againſt any ſcheme of Mr. Gal- 


lint's, ſhould any fuch ariſe, to counteract thoſe efforts J 


and I hope it will not be conſidered as an inſraction of 


the ſtipulation, which, at the beginning of this ſtatement, 
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I laid down fer myſelf, here to digreſs ſo far, as to ſtate 
Mr. O'Reilly's tranſaction with Mr. Louis of Paris. 

Mr. O'Reilly acted as an agent for Mr. Gallini in 
the ſettlement with me, whereby I agreed to pay him 
the whole of his demands, for the expreſs purpoſe of 
rebuilding the Theatre; was preſent at Mr. Lowten's 
chambers when the agreement was concluded; wiſhed 
me joy upon it, and ſucceſs in my endeavours to rein- 
ſtate this property. This took place on the 1 5th of Auguſt, 
1789; and about the 25th or 28th of the ſame month, 
as it is ſlated upon path before the Curt of Chancery, and 
not attempted to be denied, that upon the firſt rumour 


of Gallini's plan to build « Theatre in Leiceſter Square, 


Mr. O'Reilly being queſtioned upon it, he (Mr. O'Reilly) 
replied, that if Gallini had entertained any ſuch intentions, 
which was by mo means the caſe, the attempt, after firſt 


taking his full money from a property, under ſuch circum- 


Rlances as the Opera Houſe then was, and the next moment 
to build a Theatre, which, if ſucceſsful, muſl ruin all the 
mterefts of the old undertaking, was fo diſhineft and fo 
difhonourable, that no man could or would encourage fad 
Callini in ſuch a ſcheme; and ſaid O'Reilly aul ori ſed 
this deponent to contradift ſuch report in the maſt paſitevo 
terms, wherever he found it mentioned. Yet with the know- 
ledge of my readineſs to pay Mr, Gallini, for the ex- 

| preſs 


( 9] | 
preſs purpoſe of re-building the old Theatre, for the. 
benefit of all thc proprietors and claimants, Mr. O'Reilly 


ſet out for Paris in a very few days after this declaration, 
and gave there inſtructions to prepare plans for building. 
a Theatre in Leiceſter Ficlus, for which it would ap- 
pear that he had ꝑreviouſi/ ſolicited a licence or patent, 
to accompliſh thoſe very %]] and diſhonourable pure, 
poſes, which he himſelf had ſo ſeverely reprobated. 


\ TRANSLATION OF MR. LOUIS'S LETTER 
TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON. 


The Original of which is depaſited with Mr. Bell, of the 
Britiſh Library. | 
« SIR, Paris, March 18, 1790. 


« HAVE been exceedingly ſurpriſed to hear, 
« that Mr, O'Rcilly ſays to thoſe who will hear it, that 
« he has made ſome plans for a new Theatre; it may 
« perhaps be ſo; but what I can aver is, that he em- 
« ployed me to make plans for the conſtruction of an 
« Opera Houſe, It is true, he gave me the inſtruction 
«« neceſſary to enable me to conform myſelf to the cuſ- 
« toms of your country. I paſled night and day to exe- 
& cute thoſe plans, becauſe he informed me that he was in 


«a very 
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n very great hurry to begin this great undertaking, Up- 
* on his return from Italy, he found this work executed, 
6 at which he expreſſed the greateſt gratitude, aſſuring me 
that he never ſaw any thing better conceived or better 
in executed, and that it was moſt perfect in every reſpect; 
ce thoſe were his words, and I can furniſh proofs of what 
4 J advance. At his departure for London, he affured me 
10 that I ſhould not be long before I heard from him; but 
* {ince that time, (about December laſt) I never have heard 
« any thing of Mr. O'Reilly; and I am the more ſurpri- 
i ſed at it, becauſe I know he ſhews plans, ſaying that he 
« never ſaw, and that he does not know me; it is how- 
« ever fortunate, that there are a number of perſons of 
character who ſaw him at my houfe, and heard him give 
% me thoſe inſtructions reſpecting the cuſtoms of the coun- 
« try. Moreover, Mr. O'Reilly, when he came firſt to 
% my houſe, informed me that the Prince of Wales had 
£700 told him, if he could prevail on me to make plans for an 
Opera Houſe in London, he himſelf (the Prince) could 
s anſwer for the protection of his Majeſty, and that he 
0 might reſt aſſured of his own, This was more than 
4+ ſufficient for me: I believed Mr. O'Reilly's word, and 
din conſequence I made plans, which, I flatter myſelf, 
u are ſome of my deſt productions, as much for the build- 

10 ing 


En) 
1 ing itſelf, in which I do not uſe ticaber, as for the gene. 
1 ral conſtruction of the edifice. 

„beg your pardon, Sir, e rar 
# detail ; but I confeſs to you, that I feel myſelf excred. 
*« ingly hurt at the proccedings of Mr. O'Reilly; and I 
# ſhall be obliged to you to tell him, that I have had the 
#* honour to write to you about it, and ſay, from me, that 
J do not think men of character and talents ſhould be 
1s treated in the way he has done me; it is not that I re- 
«proach him becauſe he did not pay me, for I an-aboyg 
1 conſiderations of that kind, 

u | have the honour to be, 

40 SIR, 
T 
« LOUIS. 
% Diver of the Buildings of bis Serene Highneſs 
* The Duke of Orleans.” 

N. B. Mr. Louis is not only an artiſt of the firſt 
reputation, but likewiſe a man in the WoW? eſtimation 


for probity and honour, 


— 


To return to my narrative: | 
Mr, Gallini determined upon the alternative of re- 
ceiving the money due to him fram this property, inſtead 
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of engaging in rebuilding the Theatre for the benefit of 
all parties intereſted ; previous, however, to his com- 
ing to this reſolution, ſome circumſtances occurred, to 
which the greateſt attention is due, and I humbly re- 
queſt it, as they prove a material part i my caſe, and were 
the chief grounds, upon which ſo many of my principal 
_ creditors, my friends and others, were induced to em- 
bark freſh ſums to help the rebuilding of the Theatre 
for the common | benefit, after Mr. Gallini had declin- 
cd it. 

Not long after the misfortune of the fire, a report 
prevailed that ſome Noblemen of great rank and fortune 
meant themſelves to eſtabliſh an Opera Houſe on a 
new plan. Tbe apprehenſions felt by myſelf and all 
concerned in the old Theatre were, however, ſoon quieted 
by the communication from Mr. Troward, our Solici- 
tor, of the following public and official correſpondence 
on that ſubject. | 75 


Correſpondence | 


( 13 a 
Correſpondence reſpeRing a Propoſal to Build a ne 


Opera Houſe, ſoon 1 225 the old Houſe was burnt 
down. 


EARL CHOLMONDELEY TO THE EARL 
a OF SALISBURY, 


« MY LORD, | | 
* London, 3d July, 1789. 

« THE plan which the Duke of Bedford, | 
& with ſome others and myſelf, have in contemplation re- 
« ſpecting the erecting an Opera Houſe, is in great 
6 forwardneſs, and, I flatter myſelf, it is upon ſuch a per- 
« manent baſis and liberal terms as will meet with general 
« approbation. | 

« Your Lordſhip will perceive, by the incloſed copy of 

« a letter, cur ſentiments and diſpoſition towards the proprie- 
« tors of the old Opera premiſes, (whoever they may be) 
« and our motive in ſending it your Lordthip, is to prevent i 
« any miſrepreſentation of our views in building ů u new _ 
« Theatre, which you will perceive is intended tq be done, 


ONLY IN THE EVENT OF THE FORMER PROPRIE- j 
'TORS NOT BEING ABLE TO REINSTATE THEIR PRE= 
MISES1n a way ſuitable for the purpoſe. At a proper 
time we mean to requeſt your Lordihip's peruſal of our 1 

a bn | 1 


(14) 
th plan, which we ſhall take care previouſly to have thes 
* zbughly digeſted by the firſt legal aſſiſtance. 

1 J have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpelt, 


64 My Lord, 
46 Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
22 „ CHOLMONDELEY.'” 
| 3 
0 | 
1e following is a Copy of the Incloſure in ** 
for 44 oing . 
EARL CHOLMONDELEY TO MR. 
TROWARD. 


© Six, ; 
% Lenden, Ful 3, 1769. 

« As I underſtand the Proptietors and Mana- 
pers of the Opera Houle are to have a ſecond meeting 
to tornfider the means of reinflating the old Juildingt, ard 
« as they probably may have heard that the Duke of Bed- 
« ford, fake others, and myſelf, hive a ſcheme ini coi 
«« teniplation for erecting a ne Theatre for Italian Operas, 
1 muſt deſire you twill appriſe the parties at ſuch meeting, 
0 3 plan, and acquaint them, at 
« the 


( is ) | 
the ſatne time, that we are engaged therein upon the pres. 
« ſumption of the very great improbability (as it appears to 
te us from every thing we ean leam) of the preſent building be- 
i ing re-eftabliſhed ; and that it is ONLY uro CONDITION, 
i and in TIE EVENT OF A THEATRE SUITABLE FOR 


20 THE PURPOSE OF ITALIAN OPERAS NOT BEING 
« RESTORED TO. THE TOWN ON THE OLD SPOT by the 
4% PROPRIETORS and CLAIMANTS, (which we have not 
« the leaft wiſh to prevent) that our plan is intinded"t5 be 
« caxried ints execution; but if, from the confuſiots of the 
« intereſt of the parties, and the difficulties ant particular 
« circumſtances involving the preſent propetty; there is no 
& chance of that being done 7 

« We then, froth a deſire of ſecuring to the town the 
« deſirable amuſement of an Italian Opera, ate determitied 
« that a building ſhall be ere&ed; and operas fet on foot 
under our direction, provided our plan is appfoved by 
« the perſonages whom it will de proper to ſubmit it to 3 
and, in that caſe, out of regard to Mr. Vanburgh, the 
% tandlord of the preſent premiſes, we ſhall be very glad 
« to give preference to his ground, if the ſame can be in- 
*« fured to us free from danger of our being entangled with 
« Jaw controverſies; otherwiſe we muſt think of ſome. 


« other ſpot, | 
4 That wr ſins o the bx jul 2 be miſ- 


68 underſtood, 
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a underflood, I beg you will communicate what I have ſald 
4 to the parties concerned. 


« J am, Sir, 
« Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
„% 'CHOLMONDELEY." 


2 


T need not ſay, that this communication by Mr. 
Toward, to me and the claimants upon this undertak- 
ing, at once diſſipated all our fears, that any interruption 


to our juſt endeavours to re-eftabliſh the old Theatre, for 


the benefit of the Proprietors and Claimants, would ariſe 
from the noble perſonages in queſtion, while we had a 
rational proſpect of accompliſhing that object; at the 
ſame time, as we were ſenſible both of the juſtice and 
neceſſity of the argument, that the nobility ſhould not 
remain deprived of that amuſement, ſhould we be unable to 
reinſtate our premiſes ; it was reſolved therefore not mere- 
ly to reinſtate, but to provide a Theatre of infinitely ſu- 
perior elegance and accommodation. One circumſtance 


only ſeemed wanting to encourage thoſe who appeared 


"6 willing to aſſiſt me, in caſe Mr. Gallini. withdrew, and 


that was ſome intimation of his Majeſty's gracious at- 


tention to the calamity which had happened, and that 


- the Lord Chamberlain ſaw the matter in the ſame light, 
and 


| (17) 
and was equally inclined to give the ſame juſt preference 
to the unfortunate Proprietors and Claimants of the old 
Properly, as the noble propoſers of the new plan had 
pledged themſelves to. This further ſatisfaction we 
were happy to receive in the following official letters 
form the Lord Chamberlain to Lord Cholmondeley, 

. commupicated alſo by Mr. Troward. 


THE EARL OF SALISBURY TO EARL 
CHOLMONDELEY. 


* MY LORD, 


| & Hatfield, 1th Fuly 1789. 


« I WAS honoured only laſt night with . 


00 your obliging letter, dated 3d of July. Having already 
« received propoſals form Mr. Gallini, for reinſtating the 
« old building for THE BENEFIT OF THE PROPRIETORS 
% and CLAIMANTS, I am ſorry it is not in my power to 
| #4 pay that attention to your Lordjhip's wiſhes, which it would 
« be fo much my difire to do, till I know whether the 
above plan will be carried into execution. 1 
% J have the honour to be, 

« Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

| « SALISBURY.” 


C EARL 


n 


THE EARL OF SALISBURY'S SECOND 
LETTER TO EARL CHOLMONDELEY, 


After receiving his Lardſhip's and the Duke of Bedford's Plan. 


4% MY LORD, 
« ON my arrival at Weymouth, I re- 
« ceived the honour of the Duke of Bedford's, and your 
« Lordſhip's letter, with propoſals for building anew Opera 
« Houſe, which J laid before his Majeſty. 1 ſhould be 
« yery happy to give every countenance to ſuch an unders 
« taking; but as it is NECESSARY for me 10 procure the 
« get terms for THE PROPRIETORS OF THE ,LATE 
« THEATRE, and as Mr. Gallini has nearly offered to 
« indemnify Mr. Vanburgh for his loſs, I think it is bu, 
„ JUSTICE that I ſhould give e preference to his Plan. 
1 J return your Lordſhip and his Grace many thanks for 
« the honour you intended me, if your plan was carried 
into execution, which I requeſt I may have the liberty 
% to decline. | 
% Jam, My: Lord, with the greateſt regard, 
« Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

„ SALISBURY.” 

UW eymouth, 17h Augup, 1789. 
e 
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| ( 19 } | 
In conſequence of theſe communications, correſpond- 


ing exactly with the King's gracious ſentiments, conveyed 
to me in the year 1782, by the late Duke of · Mancheſ- 
ter, then Lord Chamberlain, it was now the unani- 
mous opinion of all parties intereſted in the. re- eſta- 


bliſhment of the old Theatre, that nothing was to be Fo: 


| feared, even if Mr. Gallini ſhould retract his offer of 
reinſtaling the old building for the benefit of the. Proprietors. 
and Claimants ; becauſe it appeared by the poſitive de- 
claration of his Majeſty's Lord Chamberlain, after tak- 
ing his ' Majeſty's pleaſure, that his Lordfhip refuſed 
to countenance a propoſal from the Duke of Bedford 
and Earl Cholmondeley, becauſe he had received pro- 


poſals for the benefit of the Proprietors. and Claimants of | 
the old Houſe ; and as his Lordſhip ſtates it in his ſe- 


cond letter, becauſe he judged it neceſſary to procure the” 


beſt terms for the Proprietors of the late Theatre. WT} 


From this time, I occupied myſelf in che neceſſary 
arrangements with the Claimants and parties concerned. 
for ſettling a plan for our mutual benefit, by paying 
Mr. Gallini's claims, and proceeding on the rebuilding 3 
for the firſt of which purpoſes, therequiſite ſum was im- 
mediately ſubſcribed, and the greateſt part of it depoſited 


and kept in conftant readineſs for Mr. Gailini's appoint- 


ment to receive, according to his agreement of the 15th" 
of Auguſt; which had been reduced to writing, and laid 
C42 before 


Funn = . -_ 
ö ww, I 2 * 
q oy — - N 
, — 
D 


5 AIDEN n 4 w ws EY © N. * — 
Y I - p " 2 * a 


620 
before his own Counſel to ſettle; and preparatory to the 
reinſtatement of the building, models, plans, and other 
expences of various kinds, but in the whole to a conſidera- 
ble amount, were incurred ; when, in the end of No- 
vember, I, for the firſt time, and to my utter aſtoniſh- 
ment, received certain information of the views of Mr. 
Gallini (for O'Reilly was not yet mentioned) reſpecting 
his ſcheme in Leiceſter Fields, and that a patent for that 
purpoſe was in contemplation. Still, however, it was 


the general opinion, that an act of ſuch oppreſſion to 
an undertaking ſo. long eſtabliſhed as this had been, 


and more eſpeeially under calamity, would never re- 


ceive the neceſſary ſanction of the Lord Chancellor; 
inſomuch indeed were all the parties concerned perſuaded 
of the fate of the projected patent, that they concurred 
with me in the expediency of vigoroufly purſuing the 
plan of reinſtating this Theatre, 

In conſequence of this report, nevertheleſs, upon the 
8th of December, I wrote a letter to the Lord Cham- 
berlain, the firſt and the laſt parts of which, it is here 
material to ſtate ; and they are as follow, viz. 


4 MT LORD, 
« FEEL myſelf under the neceſſity of 


« taking the liberty to addreſs your LoRDSHIr, as Lord 


10 Cham - 


( 2r ) 

« Chamberlain of his Majeſty's Houſehold, upon the 
« ſubject of the Opera Houſe, in conſequence of a variety 
« of reports, circulated by Mr. Gallini, that your Lord- 
« ſhip had either granted, or given him encouragement 
« to hope, for a licence, to build a new Theatre in 
« Leiceſter Fields, to the utter ruin of all the intereſts 
« involved in the preſent eſtabliſhed undertaking; a 
« meaſure ſo manifeſtly, not only unjuſt, but even cruel, 
« that I perſuade myſelf your Lordſhip would not for a 
moment entertain ſuch an idea, unleſs the facts and 
« circumſtances, reſpecting the buſineſs, had been very 

much miſrepreſented to your Lordſhip.“ 

# * # # „ „ # „ # # „ # # „ #® 

« The information, contained in this letter, I beſeech 
« your Lordſhip, in behalf of all thoſe who have intereſts 
in the property of the King's Theatre, to lay before 
« his Majeſty, in whoſe juſtice I am confident, we ſhall 
« find protection; and I ſhall be very glad, at any time, 
*« to have the honour of waiting upon your Lordſhip, 
« {till further to explain this buſineſs in every particular: 
« the amount and concluſion of which, is, that the other 
« parties and myſelf, whoſe property is embarked in the 
« Opera Houſe, are ready to pay Mr. Gallini his de- 
&« mands, to rebuild the Theatre, and to put the buſineſs 
« of the entertainments upon ſuch a plan as ſhal! be ap- 
C4 proved 


E 
& proved of by the Crown; or we are willing to give up 
«* the whole concern to Mr. Gallini, on his rendering to 
« us that juſtice, which we offer to him; all which I 
« humbly ſubmit to his Majeſty's juſtice and conſidera- 
& tion. 

| J have the honour to be, 


« With very great conſideration and reſpect, &c, 
„ W. TAYLOR.” 


— 


The whole of this letter was printed and circulated 
laſt year; I have therefore now reprinted only ſuch 
parts of it, as repel the inſinuations of my having, at this 
criſis, neglected to make application to the Lord Cham- 
berlain, or having done ſo in an improper manner. 

It is to be particularly obſerved, that when I wrote 
this letter to Lord Saliſbury, on December 8, ſtating 
my readineſs, with the other parties, to reinſtate the old 
Theatre, for the benefit of all the proprietors and clatmants, 
according to the juſtice laid down by his Lordſhip, in 
his letter to Lord Cholmondeley, no expence whatever 
had yet been incurred, except as to Mr. Louis's plans, 
which had not been paid for, reſpecting the ſcheme 
in Leiceſter Fields; for Mr. O'Reilly, in his affidavit, 
ſwears, that being informed by the Lord Chamberlain, 
« that the premiſes in Leiceſter Square, on which deponent 
| | « and 
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«© and My. Gallini did (among other things propaſe to build 
« their Theatre, muſt be firſt purchaſed, before any further 
« proceedings could be had, deponent did AFTERWARDS 
« (on the 16th of December, as fern 19) contract far the 
« ſame, &e.” which contract, however, as appears by the 
ſame affidavit, was not carried into effect, until the 18th 
of January following, at which time even the warrant for 
Mr. O'Reilly's patent had not yet been ſigned. 

Not having been honoured with any anſwer whatever 
from the Lord Chamberlain to this letter, I, upon the 
18th of December, took the liberty of addreſſing another 
| letter.to his Lordihip, of which the following is a copy: 


Mount Street, 18 December, 1789. 

«© MY LORD, ; 
« I WAS in hopes of having had the 
« honour of hearing from your Lordſhip, before you left 
« town, in anſwer to my letter reſpecting the Opera 
« Houſe, the contents of which I requeſted your Lord- 
« ſhip to lay before his Majeſty, in caſe any meaſure was 
64 in the contemplation of the Crown about that under- 
„taking, which did not include and extend complete 
« juſtice to all the parties and perſons who have property 
« init, Butnot having been honoured by your Lordſhip 
C 3 « with 


E 


e with any communication upon the ſubject, and being 2 
«« matter of the laſt conſequence to myſelf, and of im- 
«« portance to a great number of families and individuals, I 
« hope your Lordſhip will forgive me for requeſting the 
« favour-of your Lordſhip to inform me, if you laid my 
« repreſentation before his Majeſty, and what was his 
« Majeſty's royal pleaſure upon it. I did not preſume to 
8 ſolicit your Lordſhip any favour, well knowing that 1 
« have no pretenſions to do ſo; I only intreated of your 
* Lordſhip, if it lay in your department, to do me the 
« juſtice of repreſenting my ſituation to the Crown ; but 
« if it does not, I will eſteem myſelf very much obliged to 
« your Lordſhip to ſet me right about it, in order that I 
% may loſe no time in making the real ſtate of this buſineſs 
% known to his Majeſty through the Secretary of State; 
« and if 1 do not hear from your Lordſhip, in the courſe 
« of Monday forenoon, it is my intention, by public adver- 
* tifement, to ſtate the whole of this tranſaction, together 
« with my application to your Lordſhip, to the parties in- 
*« tereſted in the property of the Opera Houſe, in order that 
« they may immediately afſemble, and join in a Memorial 
«« to the Crown upon the ſubject; becauſe, if there is juſtice 
« in the government of the country, or fairneſs amongſt 
« the people, a meaſure ſo fraught with cruelty and op- 


« preſſion, 
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« preſſion, as the depriving of a number of individuals of 
«« their property, will never be permitted. 

« have the honour to be, 

With very great reſpect, 
My Lord, 
« Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
« W. TAYLOR, 

« The Marquis of Salifbury 

1% Lord Chamberlain of his Majeſty's Houſehold.” 


To which I had the honour to receive from his Lord= 
> ſhip the following anſwer : | 


— 
1 SIR, 

« Hatfield, 20th December, 1789. 

« BEFORE I received your firſt letter, 

« dated 8th inſtant, I conceived a patent for a new 

o7 Opera Houſe was ſo far engaged to Meſſrs. O'Reilly 

« and Gallini, that I thought it 22 ally uſeleſs to trouble 

« his Majeſty with your repreſentation of what had paſſed | 

« between you and the other parties intereſted. 1 hall | 

66 give 
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& give orders for the papers ta be returned to you vhen- 


* ever you ſend for them. 
« am, 
« STR, 
« Your abedient ſervant, 


| « SALISBURY.” 
« M. Taylor, Lig.“ 


To this letter, I wrote the following anſwer: 
& Mount Sreet, Iſt Fanudry 1790. 
& MY LORD, 

« I AM very ſorry, that your Lordſhip 

& did not ſubmit to his Majeſty my repreſentation ; be- 
* cauſe, if the King had become under any engagement, 
* not founded upon the principles of juſtice and equity, 
« the motives by which alone his Majeſty can be actuated, 
it was doubly neceſſary to ſtate the real ſituation of the 
4% bufincſs, in ordef to check, in the firſt inſtance, ſo diſ- 
& honeſt an attempt, as that which Mr, Gallini has en- 
« deavoured to practice upon this occaſion, A ſurrepti- 
« tious application, founded upon a miſ-ſtatement of the 
truth, by this man to your Lordſhip, I was apprized 
of; but your Lordſhip's letter contained the firſt inti- 
«« mation of the aſſociation of a Mr. O'Reilly, How the 
« clerk of one of Mr. Gallini's attorneys, (for ſo I am 


« well 
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well aſſured Mr. O'Reilly is) and a perſon wholly un⸗ 
connected with the property in queſtion, ſhould have de- 
ſerved ſo. much conſideration from the Crown as a 
grant of ſo benchcial a nature, as a patent for an opera 
houſe, and that too to the entire ruin of the property of 
a number of families and individuals, property fairly 
advanced upon the faith of an undertaking which has 
been eſtabliſhed for more than eighty years, is a matter 
very far beyond my comprehenſion. But, in my humble 
judgment, his ſervices muſt have been of a nature the 
molt eſſential to the public intereſts, to induce the ad- 
viſers of the Crown to recommend ſo extraordinary a 
grant in his behalf, 

« With reſpect to the papers which I have tranſmitted 
officially to your Lordſhip, upon this ſubject, I muſt 
repeat my former requeſt, that you will lay them, (to- 
gether with a memorial to his Majeſty, which I ſhall 
leave at the office of the Lord Chamberlain) before the 
King, and take his royal pleaſure upon them ; becauſe 
I am confident, that, when his Majeſty is inſtructed in 
the real ſtate of this buſineſs, he will be very far from 
encouraging the attempts of Mr. Gallini, founded as 
they are in miſrepreſentation and injuſtice. This re- 
queſt I make to your Lordſhip as a right, to which I » 


am entitled as a ſubje& of the country, from your 
« Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip in your official capacity, as the regular channel 
of communication upon this ſubje& to the foot of the 
throne ; but, if your Lordſhip is determined to de- 
cline this juſt repreſentation to his Majeſty, in which 
the property of ſo many perſons is involved, I be- 
ſeech your Lordſhip to inform me of ſuch your deter- 


mination, becauſe that circumſtance only can plead my 


« juſtification for approaching his Majeſty through any 
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other channel; which, in juſtice to all the parties in- 
tereſted, I cannot honeſtly delay any longer. At all 
events, thoſe papers muſt remain in your Lordſhip's of- 
fice ; becauſe, when this buſineſs comes to be ſolemnly 
inveſtigated and diſcuſſed, which unqueſtionably it muſt 
and will be, before ſo many families can in one moment 
be deprived of their property, it is of the moſt ma- 
terial conſequence for me, on every account, to be able 
to ſhew to his Majcſty and the miniſters of the Crown, 
as well as to the parties immediately intzreſted, that I 
have ated with proper reſpect to your Lord{hip's office, 
in a buſineſs of the moſt alarming nature and conſe- 
quence to a number of perſons, beſide myſelf. 
« F have the honour to remain, 
« With very great reſpect, my Lord, 


« Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
„W. TAYLOR.” 


To 


( 29 ) 
To which letter, I had the honour to receive the 
following anſwer: 


« SIR, 
« ] TAKE the earlieſt opportunity of in- 
forming you, that I, this day, preſented to his Majeſty 
« your memorial, and the ſtate of facts, concerning the 
« Opera Houſe, which were leſt at my office. 
J am, Sir, 
« Your obedient humble ſervant, 


« SALISBURY.” 
« Arlington Street, 5th January 1790. 
W. Taylor, Eſq.” 


In conſequence of this official information from the 
Lord Chamberlain, that his Majeſty had been made ac- 
quainted with the true ſtate of the then ſituation of this 
undertaking, the readineſs of myſelf and the other parties 
to rebuild it for the common benefit, I called publicly 
a general meeting of the Claimants, in order that they 
might concur in the ſteps I had taken, and, in ſuch con- 
currence, by preſenting a ſimilar memorial to the Crown, 
ſtill farther ſtrengthen that claim to juſtice and protec- 
tion, which the Lord Chamberlam himſelf, in his letters 

to 


630) 
to Lord Cholmondeley, had ſtated to be his Majeſty's gra- 


cious intentions towards the unfortunate Proprietors 


and Claimants of this eſtabliſhment, This meeting 
took place on the 21ſt of January, where I ſtated to 
the perſons preſent, the meaſures I had adopted for the 
general intereſts of us all, of which they not only ap- 
proved, but they likewiſe directed Meſſrs. Wallis and- 
Troward, the ſolicitors for the mortgagees, to prepare a 
memorial from themſelves to his Majeſty, which me- 
morial, after having been ſubſcribed by the truſtees for 
the mortgagees, as well as by many other perſons con- 
cerned, was tranſmitted to the Lord Chamberlain, and 
by his Lordſhip, (as Mr. Troward ſtated at a ſub- 
ſequent meeting of the Claimants, on the I 5th of Fe- 
bruary) laid before the King, whoſe pleaſure upon it, 
however, Lord Saliſbury ſaid, he had not then received. 
The parties intereſted were nevertheleſs fo perfectly 
perſuaded of his Majelty's gracious protection to them, 
in their endeavours to reinſtate their property, and were 
ſo ſanguine and confident, that the ſame conſideration 
for the old PROPRIETORS and CLAIMANTS (them- 
ſelves) which had been ſtated by the Lord Chamberlain 
as a neceſſary ground of preference for the plan of Mr. 
Gallini, who was only a ſingle creditor, and who had 


been more than once even under the declared difpleaſure 
| of 


(3) | 
of his Lordſhip, would {till more forcibly operate in fa- 


vour of the united body of claimants, when aſſiſting the 
efforts of the actual proprietor, who certainly had never 
given offence to the Lord Chamberlain; that they im- 
mediately nominated a committee to concur with and 
to aſſiſt me, in purſuing the neceſſary ſteps, and making 
the requiſite engagements for reinſtating the Theatre, 

After a ſuſpence of many weeks, however, in which 
time a very conſiderable expence had been incurred in 
the building itſelf, but {till more in the arrangements and 
preparations already made for it, I was very much ſure 
priſed to receive an intimation from the Court of Chan- 
cery, that the patent, originally intended for Mr. Gal- 
lini and Mr, O'Rcilly jointly, had been changed to 
O'Reilly alone, and was then in its progreſs to theGRrear | 
SEAL. I immediately conſulted with the gentlemen of 
the committee, nominated by the proprietors and claim- 
ants to act with me; and they were unanimouſly of opi- | 
nion, that a grant of ſo ruinous a nature and conſequence 
to the old undertaking, in contradiction of the declared 
protection of the crown, through the Lord Chamberlaip, 
and that too in favour of a man who had not the pre- 
tenſion of a ſingle ſhilling of intereſt in the eſtabliſhed 
Theatre, nor even the claim of acquaintance with its 
concerns, could never be permitted to paſs into effect, 


Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, they were alſo clearly of opinion, that, 
ſince a very heavy expence had been now incurred, it | 
certainly would be but diſcreet and prudent, and indeed 
honeſt in us, to know exactly how far we could, in caſe 
of neceſſity, reſt with ſecurity, upon the reſort, ſo fre- 
quently mentioned, of the uſe of Mr. Harris's dormant 
patent; in conſequence of which we held a meeting for 
this expreſs purpoſe, at the office of Meſſrs. Wallis and 
Troward, where Mr. Wallis produced a copy of the 
patent, and declared that he had full authority from Mr. 
Harris to aſſure us, that he bore ſo much regard and 
goodwill to the unfortunate intereſts of the old Theatre, 
that he would, if we ſhould be driven to it, give us the 
uſe of his patent, upon very moderate terms, and which 
he had left wholly with Mr. Wallis to arbitrate and ſet- 
tle between him and this property; at the ſame time 
Mr. Wallis mentioned from Mr. Harris, what we all 
thought extremely proper and reaſonable, that his patent 
ſhould not be the foundation, or the mcans of the re- 
building, but that, when the Theatre ſhould be reinſtat- 
ed, it ſhould protect and ſupport it —Mr. Harris in- 
| deed, afterwards, ſaid, that his propoſal muſt be under- 
ſtood to be ſubject to his Majeſty's pleaſure ; obſerving, 
however, at the ſame time, that his confidence in the 


King's juſtice was ſuch, that he had not any apprehen- 
| ſiom 


_— 


ſions of being interdicted from uſing his property to ſuch 
a purpoſe. I mult, however, here obſerve, that ſo far 
have I been from preſſing Mr. Harris to embark in aſ- 
ſiſting- me, with any detriment or ill will to himſelf, 


which I ſhould think a bad return for the good offices 


I have experienced from him, as well as the other pro- 
prietors of the Winter "Theatres ; that I actually wrote 
to him ſome time ſince, that I ſhould by no means, 
preſs my claim for his aſliſtauce, in any manner, that 
might either injure or even embaraſs him. Encouraged 
ſtill further by this certain reſource, as we conceived 
it, but by no means deſpairing of his Majeſty's gra- 
cious and accuſtomed protection, when our caſe ſhould 
be underſtood, and when it ſhould alſo be manifeſt that 
the Theatre itſelf would be actually reinſtated, we pro- 
ceeded towards the accompliſhment of that object with 
double vigour, | : 
We applied, at the ſame time, to the other proprie- 
tors of the winter "Theatres, who, undoubtedly conceiv- 
ing that a ſimilar calamity might happen to their proper- 
ty, and that a ſimilar oppoſition would be the deſtruction 
of their eſtabliſhed intereſts, gave us the warmeſt aſſuran- 
ces of their good wiſhes, and of every ſupport in their 
power. 
It now became certain that the projected patent was 
propoſed to the Great Seal; the moſt eminent counſel 
1 were 
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were immediately retained for the intereſts of the old 
Theatre. The caſe was ſolemnly argued by the Solici- 
tor General, Mr. Mitford, Mr. Hardinge, Mr. Graham, 
and Mr. Holliſt, on our behalf, and by Mr. Anſtruther 
and Mr. King, on the part of the two winter Theatres, 
who had likewiſe petitioned the Chancellor againſt the 
alarming innovation of the eſtabliſhment of a fourth 
Theatre, in the perſon of Mr. O'Reilly, Upon the 
hearing, which was adjourned three times, the Lord 
Chancellor declated himſelf to the following effe& ;— 
That very ſtrong grounds indeed, muſt be laid before 
the Court, to induce his Lordſhip to paſs a grant of 
fuch a nature. That it appeared to him, that there 
was an exiſting licence, upon the faith of which, the 

parties had embarked their property, and for the con- 
tinuance of which they had the moſt perfect ſecurity 
in his Majeſty's known juſtice and benevolence; and 


that if there was no other reaſon for ſuch a grant, than 
to deprive the parties concerned in the old eſtabliſh- 
ment, merely becauſe a calamity had overtaken their 
property, it was an idea that every honourable mind 
"muſt ſhudder at: that, by paſſing ſuch a grant, (the old 
Theatre being then in an advanced ſtate of re-eſtabliſh- 
ment) a competition would be ſet up, which, in ſome 


r Was beneficial, but that in this, * Lordſhip 
feared 
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feared would be ruin; and that, conſiſtently with equity, 


the parties intereſted in the old houſe could not be 


obſerved; that the King undoubtedly might grant a 
a patent or licence for plays the next door to Drury 
Lane or Covent Garden Theatres ; but the conſequen- 
ces of ſuch grants, to thoſe old eſtabliſhments, and to 
che property embarked upon the faith of them, would 

be of ſo ruinous à riature, that his ar. juſtice 
would never ſuffer him to do it. 

Upon thoſe ſtrong grounds of the jultice of our caſe, 
ſo ſolemnly recognized, and conformally to which I have 
every reaſon to think that the Lord Chancellor's report 
to his Majeſty was thade, all parties concurred in the 
propriety of purſuing the re-building of the Theatre with 
the utmoſt poſſible diſpatch. And after this important 
deciſion, I hoped ta encounter no more difficulties in my 
endeavours to re-eſtabliſh this undertaking, out of the 
ſevere calamity that had befallen it, by which a property 
of upwards of { 30,000, beyond the ſums infured, was 
irrecoverably- loſt; but to my utter aſtoniſhment, and 
greatly to my embaraſſment, I found an advertiſement, 
publiſhed in the different newſpapers by Mr. O'Reilly, 


ſtating, that he had purchaſed the whole of the premiſes 


of this Theatre, after the end of my leaſe, (nearly four- 
| D 2 teen 
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teen years to come) and cautioning the public not to 
advance any money upon ſo ſhort a term ! Here again I 
ſuppreſs my feelings upon this conduct, nor will I ſuffer 
myſelf to believe, that Mr. Vanburgh, one of my land- 
lords, on whom I had every claim to protection, who 
had conſtantly, even when the expences of the eſtabliſh- 
ment had exceeded the income of the Theatre, received 


a clear annual rent of £1260 for a ſpot of ground, which, 


according to the value of the adjoining eſtates, is not 


worth £300 a year, and for which he himſelf pays 
little more than 0 of a rent to the crown, to whom 
there was not, at the time of the calamity, the ſmalleſt 
arrear of rent due, would have joined to opprefs and ruin 
his tenant, as he has done, (by with-holding to this hour, 
£3500 inſurance money, received by him in conſe- 
quence of the fire, and which he was not leſs bound in 
honour and probity, than by an expreſs and poſitive co- 
venant in his leaſe, to apply towards the re-inſtatement 
of the Theatre) if he had really underſtood either my ſitua- 
tion, or that of the property. 

Regardleſs, however, of thoſe difficulties, and relying 
upon the upright deciſion of the Lord Chance!lor, the 
re-eſtabliſhment of the property was purſued with the 
greateſt expedition; and every idea of a Theatre in Leiceſ- 


ter Square having, in conſequence, fublided, all parties 
relted 


(9) 
reſted in the moſt perfect ſecurity, that no further attempt 
would 'be made to counteract their honeſt endeavours to 


reinſtate and reſtore their property; but in the beginning 
of July, when this Theatre was more than one third part 
actually rebuilt, and a very ſerious expence indeed incur- 
red, a licence to Mr. OReilly, from the Lord Chamber 
lain, was publickly announced, and inſerted afterwards 
in the Gazette ſor Operas at the Pantheon, This blow 
indeed ſeemed at firit calculated to extinguiſh my hopes; 
confident, however, in his Majeſty's benign diſpoſition, 
and of the public ſupport to a juſt cauſe ; ſtill further en- 
couraged by the very material circumſtance of the Lord 
Chancellor having afterwards, on the 28th of the ſame 
month, ordered a very conſiderable ſum of money to be 
paid out of the Court of Chancery, after being apprized 
that its application was to be to the purpoſe of com- 
pleating the building :—this circumſtance, at firſt ſo 
apparently alarming, proved only, in the conſequence, 
an additional inducement to me to perſevere in my en- 
deavours againſt thoſe multiplied difficulties, and even ca- 
lamity itſelf, to re-eſtabliſh the undertaking for the ends 
of juſtice' to a very great number of individuals, all of 
whom muſt be completely ſatisfied before I myſelf can 
detive any material advantage from it ; and I have the ſa» 
tisſaction to think, that againſt all theſe difficulties, and (I 
| D 3 will 
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will not fay) oppreſſions ſa heavily and hardly heaped upon 
me, I have been able, out of a misfortune againſt which 
no periſhable property can be aſſured, not only to rear up 
this Theatre in a manner that, I truſt, will be found f 
equally calculated for the ſafety, the convenience, and the 
entertainment of the ſubſcribers and the public, and for 
the ſecurity of all the intereſts concerned in it; but, at 
the ſame time, I have eſtabliſhed the means by my agree» 
ment with Mr. Gallini (the foundation of which, with 
every perſonal facrifice to myſelf, is juſtice to every indi- 
vidual who has property at ſtake in this undertaking, and 
which I found it the more unavoidably requiſite to con- 
clude, as Mr. Gallini had previouſly engaged Mr. Veſtris, 
and other principal performers, in the contemplation of 
carrying on Operas another year at Mr. Colman's 
Theatre, in cafe this houſe ſhould not be reinſtated) of 
forming ſuch arrangements as to ſecure the neceſſary com- 
pany of performers, iu order to be completely in a ſitua» 
tion to exerciſe again that licence, which, it is ſtill my 
ſincere conviction will not, all circumſtances reconſidered, 
de refuſed to this eſtabliſhment, | 

As a ground of this conviction, J beg leave to obſerve, 
that the licence was formerly ſo much conſidered as a mat- 
ter of uſage and cuſtom, if not even of right, attached to 
this Theatre, that for period af fixty years, as] have been 
well 


1 | 
well aſſured, even the form of it was never deemed namſ- 
ſary. And I know, that during the years of my own ma- 


nagement, it was ſumetifnes never taken out, for a whole 
ſeaſon together, but the cuſtomary ſee paid when called for; 
perhaps fix months afterwards, Beſides which, in the 
year 1782, after I had made ſo very expenſite an jmprove- 
ment in the Theatre, I made application to the late Nuke 
of Mancheſter, then Lord Chamberlain, and ſtated to his 
Grace the difficult ſituation I found myſelf placed in, by 
depending upon an annual licence, eſpecially in regard to 
furniſhing ſecurity to the performers abroad, with whom 
I found it neceſſary, in order to ſecure a ſucceſſion of 
the moſt eminent, to be conſtantly under engagements 
for five, ſix, or even ſeven years to come, to the amount 
ſometimes of 50,0001. or 60,000]. for which no man 
of property would be reſponſible, without greater aſ- 
ſurance of permanency in the undertaking, than was 
conſtituted by a licence from year to year ; and I ſub- 
mitted to the Duke the propriety of paſſing a patent 
for a term of years at leaſt ſufficient to cover all neceſ- 
ſary anticipated engagements for the Theatre ; and the 
more eſpecially, as an idea had long been afloat of build- 
ing a magnificent Opera Houſe, under the authority of 
the dormant patent. His Grace readily admitted, un- 
ger all the circumſtances, the propriety, and even juſ- 
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uc Hof my requeſt, of being placed upon a more cer- 
tain footing ; but he ſuggeſted to me at the ſame time, 
if, after ſo long an eſtabliſhment, ſo uniformly protected 
by the Crown, and ſo much credit given upon the con- 
fidence of that protection, it would not be adviſable ſtil ta 
reſt upon the faith of his Majeſty's known juſtice; and 
the more eſpecially as he himſelf knew, that the King 


had invariably oppoſed every ſcheme that ſhould militate 
againſt the intereſts of this Theatre ; at the ſame time 
the Duke promiſed to take occaſion to mention to his 
Majeſty the heavy expences which had been inccurred in 
improving*the Theatre, and the extenſive and encreaſed 
number of engagements unavoidably neceſfary to be con- 
ſtantly under, in order that his Majeſty might know that 
the whole was done upon the faith of his royal protec- 
tion and juſtice; and ſhortly. after the Duke of Man- 
cheſter acquainted me that he had mentioned the matter 
to the King, who was gracioufly pleafed to ſay, as 
his Grace aſſured me, that it was then, and had always 
bech his royal intention to protect the two winter 
theatres and this undertaking, and no more, as the 
eſtabliſhed ard neceſſary, but at the ſame time ſufficient, 
number of places of public entertainment; and that 
theiefore whatever ſums of money had been laid out, or 


whatever engagements had or might be formed for this 
ok Theatre, 
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Theatre, would have the ſecurity of his Majeſty's uſual 
protection and encouragement excluſively, This cir- 
cumſtance, which I deem of the utmoſt conſequence to 
the intereſts of this property, I ſlated upon oath to-the 
Court of AY upon the Rin of the a 
patent. 

And ſo a did the fame idea of * juſtice 40 pra- 
taction to the intereſts of this undertaking prevail in the 
King's royal breaſt, 'after the calamity befel it, that when 
the Duke of Bedford and Lord Cholmondeley made ap- 
plication to the Lord Chamberlain for his Majeſty's 
Jeave and permiſſion to build a ne- Opera Houle," his 
Lordſhip, in exact conformity to the aſſurances af 
the Duke of. Mancheſter, anſwered, THAT 1N JUS» 
TICE, THE PREFERENCE' MUST BE GIVEN TO THE 
PLAN or Ma. GALLINt, who was the truſtee of the 
intereſts of the old Theatre; even although the avowed 
intentions of thoſe noblemen were not to attempt 
any thing of the kind, whilſt there was a hope remaining 
of the parties intereſted in, this undertaking being able to 
reinſtate themſelves ; and even when it ſhould appear that 
the parties could not rebuild the Theatre, the Duke of 
Bedford and Lord Cholmondely meant fairly and juſtly, 
by preference, to purchaſe the ſcite of the periſhed pre- 
miſes at the higheſt valug, in order to'recompence,, as 
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much as poſſible, the intereſts involved in it; yet it is ex» 
tremely ſingular, that the ſame licence, which was upon 
ſuch ſtrong grounds of juſtice refuſed to thoſe noblemen, 
in whoſe liberality and fortunes the undertakiog itſelf 
was aſſured of permanency, reſponſibility, and magnift- 
cence, with, at the ſame time, the moſt juſt intentions 
towards the intereſts of the creditors of the property, 
ſhould afterwards, even ſubſequently to the deciſion of the 
Lord Chancellor, be given to a man under the circum- 
ſtances of Mr. O'Rejlly ; whoſe views upon this pro- 
perty did not, like the intentions of thoſe noblemen, 
ariſe out of the misfortune, and the conſequent extreme 
improbability of the parties being, under ſo heavy a loſs, 
able to reinſtate themſelves: for it appears by Mr. 
O'Reilly's affidavit, chat, in the month of May preceed- 


ing the fire, he had, in conjunction with Mr. Gallini, 


laid a ſcheme for circumventing and poſſeſſing themſelves 
jointly of this property, by buying up the original mort- 
gage Shares upon it; a ſcheme, which was by the 
calamity in ſome degree ſuſpended, but by no means re- 
linquiſhed, 

Having thus related paſt circumſtances, reſpecting this 


Theatre, I have now only to ſtate its preſent actual ſitu- 


ation. The ſuit in equity, which ſo long perplexed and 


diſturbed the concerns of this property, has been, by the 
unanimous 
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unanimous concurrence of all parties, put an end to, 


There is no diſpute or differenee of opinion amongſt the 
principal claimants, with regard to the juſt and proper 
meaſures to be purſued for the common advantage; and 
many of them have even aſſiſted in re-eſtabliſhing the 
undertaking, and have further offered to relinquiſh a part 
of their claims, in proportion to the expences incurred in 
_ conſequence of the calamity,” The building of the 
Theatre itſelf is completely finiſhed, on a plan of magni- 
ficence and accommodation” to challenge a compariſon 
with any Theatre in Europe. A company of the moſt 
eminent performers is actually duce th and 2 2 
perform, * 
With regard to the terms, upon which the future ma- 
nagement may be conducted, and the credit of the enter 
tainments maintained and ſecured, with juſtice to all 
parties, I will ſtate it in a e eee | 
have already approved ;— 
That the whole of the leaſes, property, and income of 
the Theatre, as well ſubſcriptions as receipts, ſhall be 
made over to truſtees, in ſuch manner as Counſel ſhall 
direct, ſo as to extinguiſh all other truſts or claims af- - 
ſecting the property: that a power of 'abſalute controul 
over the whole buſineſs of the Theatre ſhall be lodged in 
a Committee of Noblemen, with the approbation of the 
Lord 
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| Lord Chamberlain; and that ſuch a ſum as ſhall be 
judged requiſite for the moſt liberal eſtabliſhment of the 
entertainments ſha!l, in the firſt place, be fet apart for 


their diſpoſal, in order to ſecure the due performance of 
all engagements and other annũal expences of the un- 
dertaking; after which, the ſurplus, or aceruing pro- 
fits, to become veſted in truſtees: for the benefit of all 
the Juſt claimants and creditors upon the property. Fur- 


ther, if, by inveſtigation of ſuch Committee of Noble- 


men, or upon any arbitration appointed by them, it 
ſnall appear that Mr. O'Reilly deſerves, ll circum- 
ſtances conſidered, to receive a compenſation for the laſs 


or diſappointment Which may ariſe to him, ſrom the 


juſt re- eſtabliſinnent of the old Theatte, and that the 
reinſtated property can afford to make ſuch compenſa- 


tion, I am ready to conſent that fuch-an additional in- 


cumbranee ſlralſ take place of any perſonal advantage to 
myſelf ; and, finally, if any ſacrifice, beyond theſe propo- 
ditions, is expected or required from me, I am willing to 
leave the whole holidef to a juſt and impartial arbitra- 
non, and pledge myſelf to regulate my conduct by theig 
deciſion, oe role g | ſe) * 

I have only to add, that, if in the progreſs of tlib 
buſineſs, I have written or ſaid any thing diſreſpectful 
or diſobliging to any perſon, more than circumſtances 
Pic. of 
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of my ſituation ſcem to juſtify, I truſt I may claim ſome | 
allowance to be made for the irritated ſtate in which the 
mind of a man mult have been, who, without being 
conſcious of having offended, or intentially injured any 
one, finds his juſt endeavours and beſt intentions thwart- 
ed and opgoſed, and his moſt flattering hopes poſſibly 
deſtroyed, by ppexpecod difficulties, not to ſay unpro- 
voked perſecution, 

I muſt alfo beg leave to add, that in e of Mr, 
OReilly s cauſe and conduct, I hope I ſhall not be 
miſunderſtood to mean any le Aden on noble perſons, 
whoſe countenance, I have been given to- underſtand, 
he has obtained; being well convinced that ſuch coun- 
tenance never would have been given to him, to my de- 
triment, and the poſſible ruin of my property, if both 
my conduct and the ſtate of that property had not been 
moſt wilfully miſrepreſented to thoſe noble perſons. 

To conclude;—lI ſhall now, with the moſt dutiful re- 
ſpet, but with humble confidence, proceed to make 
application to his Majeſty, through the Right Hon. the 
Lord Chamberlain, for a continuation of his royal li- 
cence ; and I have no doubt, when all the circumſtances. | 
are fully known to his Majeſty, but I ſhall obtain that 
protection which all his ſubjects uniformly experience 
in his Majeſty's juſtice and benignity. E 

Yet, 
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Let, if it were poſſible 1 ſhould be diſappointed itt 
this fervent expeQation, I ſhall ſtill be perſuaded that 
it will be owing to nothing but the perſecuting and 
cruel mifrepreſentation of intereſted perſons; whole ef- 
ſorts, nevertheleſs; 1 pledge myſelf to all the parties in- 
tereſted in this property, 1 will unreinittingly ehdeavout 
by all juſt means to counteract; ſtill having the ſan- 
guine hope, that this undertaking may yet become be- 
neficial to them, inſtead of remaining a ſplendid monu- 


ment of unexampled oppreffion | 
W. TAYLOR. 
11 


Hing Thaatre, Haymarket. 
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE SURVEYORS, 


TOGETHER WITH THEIR REPORT. 


3 By the directions of the committee of Noblemen, the 
« following Surveyors, viz. Henry Holland, George Dance, 
« Richard Norris, Eſqre. ( named on the part of the Pan- 
% theon Theatre) and Jahn Fohnſon, Robert Brettingham, 
« and Thomas Hardwick, Eſqrs. (named on the part of 
the Haymarket Theatre) are to ſurvey the New Opera 
* Houſe in the Haymarket, and alſo the Pantheon, and ex- 


1 | « amine 
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rf amine whether the ſame are ſubſtantial and ſafe 3 and if 
«either of the buildings ſhould be found unſubſtantial of 
« unſafe in any reſpect, they are to ſtate the ſame reſpec- | 
0 tively, and to give their opinions as to what is proper to 
« be done; to render the ſame ſubſtantial and ſafe. 

« January 22, 1791. 


—— 
« To Meſſts. Johnſon, Brettingham, and Hardwick, 
« Meſſrs. Holland, Dance, and Norris, the Surveyors 
« appointed on the part of the Pantheon, having declined 
«« the Survey, in conſequence of directions received from 


* 


« their employer, we requeſt you will proceed to ſurvey the 


% Haymarket Theatre; and that where you find additional 
« ſtrength and ſecurity can be given to the building, that 
« you give direQions for the ſame being done; and we re- 
4 queſt you will take to your aſſiſtance ſuch other eminent 
«« Surveyors as you think proper. 

« W. TAYLOR, Proprietor, 

% M. NOVOSIELSKI, Architect.“ 
* King's Theatre, Haymarket, Jan. 24, 1791s 

« We, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, having, pur- 

ce ſuant to the above inſtructions, from time to time care- 
« fully guns the ſeveral parts of the Haymarket build. 
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« ing above mentioned, and having ordered ſuch works to 


2 be added as we conceived would give further ſecurity, 
« thereto, which being now completed, do certify, THAT 
« THE SAID BUILDING IS PERFECTLY SAFE 
« FOR THE. RECEPTION OF THE PUBLIC. 

« In the progreſs of our ſurvey, we FOUND that the 
„% Theatre, with reſpect to the audience part, WAS 
« SOUND, AND SUBSTANTIAL ; but the wall at 
« the back of thi ſtage, as well as a part of the wall next 
« Market-lane (which we are aſſured by the Proprietor are 


4 intended to be taken down at the cloſe of the preſent 


« ſeaſon of performances, in order to erect additions to the 
« Theatre)required, in our judgment, the additional works, 
« which have ſince been given them,” 
« JOHN JOHNSON, 
« JAMES PAINE, 
„ ROBERT BRETTINGHAM, 
„% THOMAS HARDWICK. 


*« Dated the 15th of February, 1791. 
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